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Bari, March 28, 2023Dear Mayor,First of all, I would like to thank you for promoting, around the project "A Tale of TwoTwinned Cities: Corato and Grenoble" proposed by the Atelier Généalogique association, theMarch 15th meeting in Corato, which was attended by Councillors Dr. Concetta Bucci and Dr.Antonella Varesano and Dr. Marina Sforza representing the Municipality of Corato,representatives of the Atelier Généalogique, James Smith, its president, and MarinaLabartino, Corato partner of the association, Prof. Biagio Salvemini representing CRIAT aswell as in his capacity as chairman of the Scientific Monitoring Committee of the sameAtelier Généalogique, composed of French and Italian historians, including some of the bestspecialists in migratory phenomena.
This meeting, which was very fruitful and purposeful, was preceded by a Zoom meeting onFebruary 20th between the Atelier Généalogique, represented by James Smith, ProfessorBiagio Salvemini, representing CRIAT, and the "Grenoble Ville Ouverte" department of themunicipality of Grenoble, represented by its director Eric Recoura. The latter said he wouldalso support the Atelier Généalogique project in order to dynamize the twinningarrangement between your two cities.
Following these meetings, CRIAT decided to make its expertise available to design andimplement actions around the study of migration from Corato and Apulia more generally.Writing the history of the migration of the Coratini, in particular to Grenoble anddisseminating its knowledge should allow, more than a hundred years after its inception, tounderstand its impact on the development of the two cities in the context of globalmigratory movements, and to develop civic awareness around a phenomenon of devastatingtopicality. In addition to academic scholars, descendants of emigrants and volunteersresiding in Corato, Grenoble or other cities affected by migratory phenomena, associationsand groups representing civil society, and schoolchildren could participate in theundertaking. To this end, it would be essential to facilitate in every way access to thedocumentation produced in the course of the migrations themselves, deposited in the local,provincial and central archives of the places of departure as well as in those of the places ofdestination of the migratory flows.
In the note that follows this letter, we propose a collaboration around four actions to beinitiated in view of the objectives mentioned above, which could be embodied, according tothe suggestion of Dr. Concetta Bucci, in an agreement between CRIAT and the Municipalityof Corato to be formalized in compliance with the legal constraints of the two publicinstitutions.
We would be grateful if you could indicate the contact person of the Municipality of Coratofor the implementation of the future collaboration. CRIAT's contact person for this project isProf. Biagio Salvemini (biagio.salvemini@gmail.com; tel. 3391098370).Thanking you in advance for your interest, I cordially greet you,Angela Barbanente, director, CRIAT



Note on the actions to be promoted within the framework of the collaboration betweenthe Municipality of Corato and CRIAT
1. Making available sources on migration phenomena, digitizing them and building aninternational database

A crucial action for the realization of the project is the making available of documentation onmigratory phenomena in compliance with relevant regulations, especially those regardingprivacy, to academic scholars, local historians, genealogists, volunteers, and schoolchildren.It would be necessary, among other things, to facilitate access to Stato Civile records and todigitize the 4 registers containing passport applications from 1920 to 1960 deposited at theMunicipality of Corato – the latter operation also requested by the COM.IT.ES of Lyon andsupported by the Consul General of Italy in that city. The digitization would be carried out bythe Atelier Généalogique free of charge. According to what was stated in June last year bythe Secretary General of the Municipality, Dr. Marianna Aloisio, the digitization of theserecords would require the authorization of the competent Superintendency of CulturalHeritage, which could be the subject of an official request from CRIAT.
The records and data as they are collected would be added to those that the AtelierGénéalogique association has already made available, and would feed into an internationaldatabase that CRIAT undertakes to design and manage.

2. Reconstruction of migration experiences and involvement of civil society
Recent historiography on migration places emphasis on individual, parental, and groupexperiences, perceptions, lived experience, and memories produced by migratoryphenomena, rather than on quantitative elements alone. All this requires the involvement ofthe actors and their descendants, who, in turn, could revitalize existing associative initiativesand promote new ones, and revive, among other things, the twinning between Corato andGrenoble. Concretely, the Municipality of Corato, supported by CRIAT, should promote thesystematic collection of documentary and oral evidence, facilitate archival research by non-professionals, and disseminate research results through public events and popularpublications.

3. The “Ciao Italia” exhibition in Corato
At the Feb. 20th Zoom meeting with the "Grenoble Ville Ouverte", a department of theGrenoble municipality, Mr. Recoura announced that he will soon send a request to theMunicipality of Corato to host the Italian version of the "Ciao Italia" exhibition, created bythe Musée National de l'Histoire de l'Immigration in Paris, which aims to show how Italianimmigrants "made France."
The Musée has given Atelier Généalogique permission to add 3 new panels that will dealspecifically with Corato emigration and its place in the context of global migration. This willbe an opportunity to involve, in addition to scholars, volunteers, genealogists, schools, and



associations in Corato in the creation of the panels and the location and arrangement of theexhibition, which may also include public presentations and discussions.
4. The organization of a Study Day in Grenoble.

The Scientific Monitoring Committee of the Atelier Généalogique, in agreement with CRIATand the University of Grenoble, intends to organize a Study Day that should take place inGrenoble at the beginning of next year, and that would consist of a session reserved forspecialized knowledge of the phenomenon, and a session aimed at the public of non-specialists, in which the authorities of the two cities concerned and the associations shouldplay a leading role. This could be an opportunity to launch a formalized collaborationbetween the University of Grenoble and CRIAT that would also involve the municipalities ofCorato and Grenoble.
One could also consider replicating this initiative, making it annual or biennial and locating italternately in Grenoble and Corato.


